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A BLUE PRINT FOR SUCCESS

CHRISTINE ANDERSON/FOR THE TIMES

The students, teachers and staff of Blue Print Leadership Academy oo_ocqm»oa the end of their summer enrichment
camp with an awards ceremony recently. The camp encouraged students to develop leadership skills for school. .

Camp teaches kids

BY CHRISTINE ANDERSON
For the Times

Students in the Blue Print Leader-
ship Academy’s summer camp cele-
brated with an awards ceremony
recently.

The kids took part in the enrichment
camp that mixed tutoring in major
school subjects, etiquette, and leader-
ship skills with a healthy dose of fun.

The kids took swimming lessons at
the YMCA and weekly field trips to
places like the movies and the aquari-
um.

,H.rm entire vno%.mh» from curricu-
lum to trip v_mgﬁm — was written by
the three teachers: Monna Blanken-
ship, Dennjis Britton and JaGanna Kin-
loch.

- The camp is an extension of the
BPLA after-school program that runs

ty elementary schools.

The graduation ceremony at George-
town High School began with the sum-
mer graduates playing a round of Fam-
ily Feud.

The game had categories that helped
them recall their favorite camp memo-
ries, lunches, teachers, leaders, and list-
ed the 10 BPLA Principles for Success
— attitude, respect, honesty, faith,
courage, self-esteem, self-determina-
tion, accountability, education and
leadership.

According to BPLA founder mbn_
president Ervin “Blue Print” Parker,
the program, which is 10 years old,
helps stimulate and motivate young
men and women of Georgetown Coun-
ty.

He distributed awards of accom-

plishment to each of the 19 students

who cmu.m&vmﬁmm in this chBmim pro-

to be

- during the school year in several coun-

leaders

gram.

“We are always willing to work and
think outside the box” Parker said.
“I’m more committed going into this
next 10 years than I was even in the last
10 years.”

He also announced plans to focus
more on the students’ health and nutri-
tion, citing a §tudy that ranked South
Carolina eighth in the country for
childhood obesity and diabetes.

There are plans for a charter school
that he hopes to have opened for the
2012-2013 school year as well.

._.wmo_..ma. staff and volunteers

Parker expressed a great amount of
gratitude to the teachers, staff and vol-
unteers who make the camp E& other
programs possible.
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“Our teachers and volunteers don’t

stop when their pay period stops,” he
said. “Their time and services are
unlimited, unconditional”

One of those volunteers is Kelli
Blankenship, a rising senior at South
Carolina Virtual Charter High School.

She tutors the kids and helps her
mom, Monna, a teacher, with BPLA
throughout the school year.

“My favorite part is working with the
kids,” she said. “This group of kids has
been the best behaved that I have
worked with. I've learned a lot about
them personally”

Letha Martin’s daughter, Brittney,
took part in the summer program after
her mmnrmw m.m WQ. up.

The g@ﬁm%ﬁ%n&”

because the rising fou

learned a lot over the m:EBn—.BoE?..
“We received a gift that let her

come?” Letha said.

- “T definitely will be signing rﬁ, up

again and putting her in the after-

school program at Kensington Elemen-

tary School. She is very happy to get up

and come to camp every day. She said
[JaGanna Kinloch] has given her some
very challenging math quizzes”

BPLA's founder

'BPLA was ?ﬁa&suoo;wgm.. __

er, a former NFL linebacker.

"The *after-school program is three
.mbmmrm_mreﬁnm?ummﬁggn

week at Kensington, Pla ,
MecDonald elementary schools.
" Each mam Em two g&a

a@ﬁa& 3
seniors.

mE%Em u.mam_qm homework assis-

tance, tutoring in math and reading,
Saa&wuaon skills and character edu-

cation.

For Parker, the academy is mwuwwﬁos‘ :

he plans to continue far into the future.

“A passion is 88»5533 love that
,éﬁacﬁ aa. mou.m.n@; he mﬁaw manﬁq. :
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